XHTML

XHTML Markup Rules

Correctly written XHTML markup gives you the best chances that your pages will display correctly in a broad variety of browsers and other devices. Your XHTML markup is said to be well formed when it is structured correctly – based on the rules of XHTML. Your markup should also be valid XHTML – in the sense that your page contains conly valid XHTML tags, with no meaningless and deprecated tags. You can clearly determine whether you site is well formed and contains valid XHTML tags by uploading your page to the server and then test it at - http://validator.w3.org/. You can validate your CSS page at - http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/
Here is a list of the coding requirements for XHTML compliance:

1. Declare the DOCTYPE – The DOCTYPE goes before the opening html tag at the top of the page and tells the browser whether the page contains HTML, XHTML or a mix of both, so that it can correctly interpret the markup.
a. Strict – all markup is strictly XHTML complaint.
b. Transitional – This states that the markup is mix of both deprecated HTML and XHTML. Example - <!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">
c. Frameset – This is the same as Transitional but in this case you are using frames – which are deprecated in XHTML.
2. Declare an XML namespace- Just like the DOCTYPE, this tells the browser how to interpret your XHTML code. It tells the browser what is in the DTD (Document Type Definitions) and where to find it. The DTD lists all the valid XHTML tags. Example - <html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml">
3. Declare your content type – This goes in the head of your document and it simply states the character coding used for the document. ISO-8859-1 is the Latin character set, used by all standard flavors of English. Example - <meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" />
4. Close every tag, whether enclosing or nonenclosing – All tags must be closed. Example - <p>How are we doing today?</p>
5. All tags must be nested correctly – If a tag opens before a preceding one closes, it must be closed before that preceding one. 
6. Inline tags can’t contain block level tags – Block-level tags such as p (paragraph) and div (division) which provide visual structure to your document cannot go inside inline tags such as a (anchor) or em (emphasis). Also, block level elements cannot contain other block level elements.
7. Write tags entirely in lowercase – no capital letters at all for the tag names – all must be in lowercase only. 
8. Attributes must have values and must be quoted – If you some of your tags have attributes then make sure they have values and the values are within quotation marks.
9. Use the encoded equivalence for a left angle bracket and ampersand within content - XHML requires you to leave some characters alone. Several characters are reserved for internal use by XHML. Therefore, it is suggested not to use them. Instead, you can use the Escape codes. For example instead of using < you can use &lt;
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