Please note, this was written for HTML, for XHTML, please use lower tags.

Scene 1

Frames can be used to organize your site and make it easy to navigate. The page that holds all the frames is called as the frameset page. Think of frameset as windows with individual panes. In the frameset page, each of the frames holds an individual html page. The frame that holds the navigation page or the menu page is static and the content frame is dynamic.

Scene 2

Creating a simple frameset

Let’s say we have two html pages – top.htm and main.htm

Top.htm

<html>

<head><title>top page</title></head>

<body bgcolor="#CCFFCC">

<H3 align="center">BlueWaves Inc.</H3>

</body>

</html>

Scene 3

Here is the code for main.htm

<html>

<head><title>main page</title></head>

<body bgcolor="#FFFFCC">

<H3 align="center"> Main Page </H3>

</body>

</html>

Scene 4

Here is the code for the frameset page

<FRAMESET ROWS="100,*" frameborder=NO border=0>

<Frame src="top.htm" name=”topframe” SCROLLING=NO>

<Frame src="main.htm" name=”mainframe” >

</FRAMESET>

Note: save the page as frameset.htm. Frameborder attribute will remove the border of the frame.

Scene 5

In the frameset page, we have two frames, which we named as topframe and mainframe. In the topframe, we have an HTML page – top.htm and in the mainframe, we have an HTML page, main.htm

If you preview the page in the browser, you should see your top.htm page displaying in the topframe and main.htm page displaying in the mainframe. In essence, the frameset page has two rows.

Note: for the topframe, we have used an attribute SCROLLING=NO, which will hide the scroll bar.

Scene 6

Let’s create two simple HTML pages – red.htm and yellow.htm

Red.htm

<HTML> 

<HEAD> <TITLE> Black </TITLE> </HEAD>

<BODY bgcolor=red>

</BODY>

</HTML>

yellow.htm

<HTML> 

<HEAD> <TITLE> Black </TITLE> </HEAD>

<BODY bgcolor=yellow>

</BODY>

</HTML>

Scene 7

Let’s open up top.htm and make the following changes.

<html>

<head>

<title>top page</title>

</head>

<body bgcolor="#CCFFCC">

<H3 align="center">BlueWaves Inc.</H3>

<center>

<A href="red.htm" target="mainframe"> Red </A> &nbsp;

<A href="yellow.htm" target="mainframe"> Yellow </A> &nbsp;

<A href="main.htm" target="mainframe"> Home </A> 

</Center>

</body>

</html>

Scene 8

If you save top.htm page and preview it in the browser, you should be able to see the links – Red, Yellow and Home. If you click on any link then you should see the destination page appearing in the mainframe window.

The way it works is this:

In top.htm page, we added a link and also added a new attribute for the anchor tag. The Target attribute specifies where the destination page will appear.

Note: &nbsp; is non-breaking space. It will add a space. 

Scene 9

Now let’s say, you would like to have a frameset page with 3 frames. Let’s create a new page – menu.htm with the following code:

<html>

<head>

<title> Menu page </title>

</head>

<body bgcolor="#CCCCCC">

<h3>menu </H3> 

<center>

<A href="red.htm" target="mainframe"> Red </A> <BR>

<A href="yellow.htm" target="mainframe"> Yellow </A> <BR>

<A href="main.htm" target="mainframe"> Home </A> 

</Center>

</body>

</html>

Scene 10

Now create a new page for the new frameset page which will hold 3 frames. Name the page as – frameset1.htm. Here is the following code for that page:

<FRAMESET ROWS="100,*" frameborder=NO border=0>

<Frame src="top.htm" name="topframe" SCROLLING=NO>

<Frameset cols="100,*">

<Frame src="menu.htm" name="menuframe">

<Frame src="main.htm" name="mainframe">

</FRAMESET>

</FRAMESET>
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